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Dear Florida Sunshine Chapter Members, 
Wow!  Itôs already nearing the end of January 2018!  Thank you so much for 
allowing me the opportunity to serve as your President for the next two 
years.  I have enjoyed many years as a member and as a board member 
and I look forward to everything that we can accomplish.  The support of this 
organization has provided me with many opportunities for personal and pro-
fessional growth and I hope that I am able to foster that same support for 
you. 
We have a diverse membership and all of us have something to contribute.  
This year our goal is to increase our student membership and set the foun-
dation for our chapter for many years to come.  If any of you know someone 
who is a student in healthcare administration, get them involved in AAHAM!  
We have waived student memberships for full time students and greatly re-
duced dues for part time members.  Membership information can be found  
AAHAMôs main objective has always been to promote our industry, provide 
exceptional education to our members, and encourage the exchange of in-
formation within our chapter and across all of the chapters nationwide.  Na-
tional AAHAM has initiated a new platform for our social network where any 
member can join, post questions and have access to your peers across the 
county.  Itôs called Mighty Networks and you can access it and request ac-
cess at https://aaham.mn.co . There are already over 350 people signed up! 
We are exceedingly lucky to live in such a beautiful state that is frequently 
selected for national meetings.  This yearôs ANI is being held in Bonita 
Springs, FL October 17-19, 2018.  If attending meetings in person is chal-
lenging for you, this one may be the one may be your exception.  You can 
get your certification CEUôs and attend the best conference of the year in a 
spectacular setting.  You have 10 months to get ready! 
Our Spring Conference is just around the corner.  The DoubleTree Orlando 
at SeaWorld is the location and we have shortened the event to a day and 
half to make it easier for you to attend.  We have a great line up of speakers 
and topics including the hottest topic of them all:  Denials!  Come listen to 
what your peers are doing with denials and share your experiences.  You 
are sure to learn something to take back to your own office. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit our website at www.floridaaaham.com .   
Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve you as you President.  I am so 
excited to grow and learn with you. 
Respectfully, 
 
Karen Kennedy, President Florida Sunshine Chapter 
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Marty Lassiter, B.A., CRCE-I 

Please contact the editor to submit 

educational articles or advertising for a 

corporate partner.  

A    A A H A M  B U Z Z  E D I T O R 

We are on the web:  

http://www.floridaaaham.com 

AAHAM 2018 

O F F I C E R S 

PRESIDENT 

Karen Kennedy, MBA, CRCE-I,  

karen.kennedy@martinhealth.org  

(772) 223-4903 

  

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  

Cheryl Boucher                     

cboucher@mhs.net 

954-276-5901 

 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

Rusty Ingalls  

ringalls@nfvgroup.com                                                                 

(239) 656-0943 

  

TREASURER 

Claire Lester, B.A., CRCE-I 

claire.lester@baycare.org  

727-281-9020 

  

SECRETARY 

 Linda Catino, CRCE-I 

Linda.Cation@orlandohealth.com 

321-841-6541 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  

Marty Lassiter, CRCE-I  

martylass@gmail.com  

727-243-0719 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

  

BUDGET-FINANCE 

Claire Lester, B.A., CRCE-I 

claire.lester@baycare.org  

727-281-9020 

CERTIFICATION 

Linda Catino, CRCE-I 

Linda.Cation@orlandohealth.com 

321-841-6541 

  

CHAPTER EXCELLENCE 

Renee Jordan 

Renee@bacenjordan.com 

954-961-5544 

  

COMMUNICATIONS-DISTRIUBUTION 

Rusty Ingalls 

ringalls@nfvgroup.com 

239-656-0943 

 

EDUCATION 

Phil Mennell 

Philip.mennell@penncredit.com 

(561) 313-7216 

 

ELECTIONS 

Marty Lassiter, CRCE-I  

martylass@gmail.com 

727-243-0719 

  

FUNDRAISING-CHARITY EVENTS 

Richard MacMillian 

macr@gulfcoastcollection.com 

941-927-6999 x 135 

  

LEGISLATIVE 

Kathy Reep 

kathyr@fha.org 

407-841-6230 

  

MEMBERSHIP 

Meghan Wilkerson, CRCS, & 
Sara Grambling. CRCE-I 
mewilk74@gmail.com 
(850) 718-2639 

 

 

REGISTRATION CONFERENCES 

Sara Grambling, CRCE-I 

sgrambling@doctorsmemorial.com 

 850-584-0860 

 

REGISTRATION-HOTEL 

Linda C. Sayre, CRCP-I  

lindacsayre12@comcast.net  

(352) 357-6999 

  

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Charles Bearham, CRCE-I 

charlie.bearham@gmail.com 

305-979-7136 

  

SOCIAL MEDIAïWEB SITE-

HISTORIAN 

Charles Bearham, CRCE-I 

charlie.bearham@gmail.com 

305-979-7136 

 

EX-OFFICIO OFFICERS 

Vicki DiTomaso, CRCE-I 

vicki.ditomaso2@leememorial.org 

239-424-1512 

 

Barret Rhoads                              

Barret.d.rhoads@gmail.com 

*******************************

  

The AAHAM Florida Sunshine Board of Di-

rectors are always working for our AAHAM 

members. If you would like to help with a 

committee and learn valuable skills reach 

out to our committee chairs.   

Watch for details on Legislative topics and 

reform measures we support in the coming 

weeks. 

https://aaham.mn.co
http://www.floridaaaham.com
mailto:ringalls@nfvgroup.com
mailto:laire.lester@baycare.org
mailto:lindacsayre12@comcast.net
mailto:laire.lester@baycare.org
mailto:lindacsayre12@comcast.net
mailto:vicki.ditomaso2@leememorial.org
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Message from the Editor 

Florida Strong Together  

Marty Lassiter, Editor 

Hope you enjoy this edition of the Florida Buzz. Here we are embracing the cool winter days in Florida.  Our 

chapter has been busy since our last edition. The holidays are over new year goals before us.  The National 

AAHAM ANI in Nashville was a huge success. See  pictures and material from ANI activities and national news 

from our board meeting. Florida won several awards-your members are really into AAHAM.  Our membership is 

at an all time high nationwide 3454.  

We had a great turnout at the one day education at Martin Health, a joint program with HFMA. More education 

in a timely format for providers. Next year there will be more of the same. Our Spring Conference, workshops 

and ANI will be in Bonita Springs, October 17-19, 2018.  

We held our chapter election of the Board of Directors in November and had a planning meeting on 12/1/17. The 

new Board  of Directors met to plan the 2018 calendar and appoint committee chairs. See information on page 

3 about the new officers and committee chairs. If you want to help on a committee contact the chairman listed  

on page 2.  

My term as Chapter President has ended.  I am now the Chairman of the Board.  I think everyone should dream 

of being a leader in this organization. I am also retiring with lots of great plans. These changes are good. I will 

still assist our new board though the year as always. Thank you for a wonderful two year term; it was my honor 

to serve.  

Our 2018 Chapter President is Karen Kennedy. Karen will be a great leader, energetic and excited about this 

new adventure. We have a great Board of Directors; so many dedicated volunteers make us a successful chap-

ter. The New Year is filled with new opportunities and challenges. We almost have all the speakers lined up for 

the March Conference in Orlando at Sea World. More in the newsletter on the date and location.  

We  recognized Dwight Tillman who has been our Membership 

Chairman for many years at our holiday Board Meeting. Dwight is 

retiring from the AAHAM Board but will still be a Chapter member. 

The AAHAM  Board awarded Dwight with a five year prepaid nation-

al membership.  We appreciate and love Dwight. Join us in wishing 

him well. as he enjoys more time with his Family.   

Count Your Blessings!  

 

 Marty Lassiter, and Dwight Tillman pictured right.  
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The 2017 Annual National Institute Update  

Opryland Resort in Nashville, Tennessee  

October 18-20, 2017   

*******************************************************************************************  

The AAHAM ANI conference was the best yet! We even had special guests at our Thursday reception. It was fun to put on our 

boots and jeans with fellow AAHAM members and enjoy the spirit of Nashville.  As always the National Officers and Conference 

planners with Education did a great job coordinating the rooms and education offerings. We had some great speakers.  

Our Chapter once again won Chapter Excellence for the best operations and practice standards as a n AAHAM chapter in our 

division. We won two membership awards as well one for Member retention and one for having at chapter with over 300 mem-

bers. Our other award was for the most CRCS certification in all of AAHAM during the same time period. Florida AAHAM members 

be proud of yourselves and all the people who benefit from being certified. This organization is so vital to our industry.  

Our AAHAM group accepting the 

Chapter Excellence Award. What a 

great time we had in Nashville 

learning from so many. The exhibit 

hall was amazing and the technolo-

gy is changing and really reshaping 

how we do business. Consider go-

ing to an AAHAM conference or our 

national ANI in Bonita Springs in 

October 2018 so you can see and 

talk with over a hundred vendors! 

AAHAM ROCKS -Views of    

hotel & the Florida group   

accepting the Award  for    

Chapter Excellence 
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Our Sponsors who exhibit-

ed at ANI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Currier awards Paul Miller Lifetime membership.  Marty Lassiter accepting the award for the most CRCS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening session at ANI                                          Med Metrix Display ANI 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bnago-gaylord-opryland-resort-and-convention-center/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.aaham.org_Events_AnnualNationalInstitute.aspx&d=DwMFaQ&c=MS-5dKql6qjhmD6zBX8NdQ&r=b5l_4MS5G-YdViLcQqu8fT7HvOyHxQQyytFbKIKmT9Q&m=IUwYVmwiTD9d7BA9NAkZvdmSIGBp4eIlL02aOuJJUdk&s=ko2iQ0SELvoRLRwFv1McB8Md
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjo7aaZnK_WAhXilVQKHZAfBecQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Feventseeker.com%2Fvenue%2F65966-gaylord-opryland-resort-convention-center-nashville&psig=AFQjCNGDl28z7c89yq_SSx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA3qHOnK_WAhUHwFQKHeqCA2sQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tnvacation.com%2Flocal%2Fnashville-gaylord-opryland-resort-convention-center&psig=AFQjCNGDl28z7c89yq_SSxeNm

